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The Japan Center for International Exchange (JCIE), with funding from the Japan Foundation, will conduct a dialogue project on June 3–9, 2007, to meet with Turkish, Israeli, and Palestinian opinion leaders with the goals of deepening mutual understanding on issues of common concern and exploring potential areas for cooperation.

Following a call by Prime Minister Koizumi for enhanced dialogue between Japan and the Middle East, which was made during his May 2003 visit to the region, Japanese organizations have responded with a number of initiatives, including the Japan-Arab Dialogue Forums, missions to promote private-sector dialogue between Japan and the Middle East, and public symposia in various countries of the region to promote dialogue with opinion leaders. The upcoming visit will build upon those activities and will aim to encourage a still higher degree of mutual understanding and cooperation. JCIE will work in cooperation with the Japan Foundation and organizations in the relevant countries to conduct this project.

Based on an agreed upon framework for the discussions, the delegation members listed here will conduct dialogues with opinion leaders on the main themes of “Japan and Turkey in the World: Tradition and Reform” and “Japanese, Israelis, and Palestinians in the World.” In addition to holding public symposia, the group will also carry out site visits to deepen their understanding of each location they visit. 

At the end of April 2007, Prime Minister Abe visited five Middle East countries—Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait, Qatar, and Egypt—to promote comprehensive development. Given that this Intellectual Dialogue between Japan and the Middle East will occur shortly after the prime minister’s trip, it is hoped that it will not only facilitate bilateral relations, but will also serve as an important key in the search for ways to deepen our understanding of the world and of the situation in each region based on historical and cultural backgrounds, and for ways to encourage cooperative relations between our peoples.

